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History
Days 2026
are Here:
“The
Schools of
Meade
County”

Sturgis & Meade

County History
Days is set for June
12 and 13, 2026,
with the theme of
“Schools of Meade
County.”

Booths will be set
up in the Sturgis
Community Center
gym, while speak-
ers will give presen-
tations in the thea-
ter both Friday
evening and Satur-
day morning.

Tours of schools
are scheduled Sat-
urday afternoon.
See the schedule on
the next page.
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THE HISTORY

o= SCHOOLS

INMEADE COUNTY

Il WHEN: FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 5PM -8 PM

=i FRIDAY, 5-8 PM
$O OPENING, BOOTHS, & ROUND
TABLE: COMMUNITY MEMORIES

23 SATURDAY, 9 AM -1PM

7 STURGIS SCHOOL SYSTEM

L <aars

SPECIAL EVENT: SATURDAY
SCHOOL TOURS & ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Tours of Three Surviving Country Schools,
Followed by an Ice Cream Social

% BOOTHS FROM VARIOUS SCHOOLS & DISTRICTS
%@)\9 THROUGHOUT THE EVENT

Exploring 150 years =,
-~ of Townand Historical Society
_| Country Schools. poss

& SATURDAY, JUNE 13,9 AM - 1 PM
WHERE: STURGIS COMMUNITY CENTER

O SPEAKERS: COUNTRY SCHOOLS &

BOOTHS & PREPARATION FOR TOURS

O
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Sturgis & Meade County History Days 2026 Schedule

NeZ7™ 3 Boc &
Schedule of Activities

Friday, June 12, 2026:
5:00 pm - Event Booths Open - Gymnasium, Sturgis Community Center

6:30 pm - Round Table Discussion: “Memories of Education in Meade
County” - Meade Room, Sturgis Community Center

8:00 pm - Round Table Concludes
Saturday, June 13, 2026:

9:00 am - Booths Open - Gymnasium, Sturgis Community Center

10:30 am - First Speaker, Betsey DeLoache: “Country Schools: Past
and Present - Meade County” - Theater, Sturgis Community Center

S
e ZON

11:25 am - Presentation of Friend of History Award - Theater,
Sturgis Community Center

11:30 am - Second Presentation, Jim Holland & Mark Rambow:
“A Timeline of Sturgis School” - Theater, Sturgis Community Center

12:30 pm - Boxed Meals Available - Meade Room, Sturgis Community
Center

Special Off-Site Tours:

1:00 pm - First Schoolhouse Visit: Spring Creek School
(West of Bear Butte, directions provided)

2:00 pm - Second Schoolhouse Visit: Alkali School
(Threshing Bee Grounds, directions provided)

b 3:00 pm - Third Schoolhouse Visit: Pleasant Valley School
% (East of Exit 37, directions provided)

§
%%3:30 pm - Ice Cream Social at Pleasant Valley Schoolhouse 4@/@
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Teaching the Hope School (after a year at Stomprud School)
... Edna (Haley) Smith

The first school I taught in

Meade County was Squaw Butte
(Stomprud) School, Sulpher,
S.D., 1949-50. Oscar, grade 1
and Donnie, grade 3 were the
only students I had that year. 1
wrote about my experiences
there, and it was published in the

October-November 2009 issue

of Reminisce Magazine.

The second rural school I taught

was the Hope School, located on

the Harwood Flat about seven
miles from the post office and
little store at Haydraw, S.D. That
little store was owned by Francis
and Allie Barry, parents of Dale
Barry, whom I married in 1950,
shortly after my eighteenth birth-
day.

After my first year teaching at
Squaw Butte, I desperately want- Hope School
ed to continue my education but
married instead. Dale had built a
small trailer for us to live in as he
worked heavy equipment, and
we traveled to where he worked. Just over a year after
marriage, our son Marvin was born. Dale was working
in Rapid City, and we parked our trailer in New Under-

wood, in Grandma Barry’s yard.

One day I had a visit from Andy Harwood from Hay-
draw. He knew I had taught school, and they were get-
ting a bit desperate. They’d had two teachers the previ-
ous year; the first one quit midterm and the second
wasn’t coming back so they needed a teacher.

I told Andy I would get back to him after I talked to
Dale. There were several questions Dale and I needed

- 1951-52 - PUPILS: Paul, Boyd,
Allen and Marvin Harwood.

Edna (Haley) Barry, Teacher

to discuss: if Marvin and I lived in the little trailer out
close to the school, where would Dale live? Where
would we park the trailer? I wouldn’t have transporta-
tion, and who would take care of Marvin? As soon as
we had those answers, I let Andy know I’d teach their
school.

The schoolhouse was heated by an oil-burning stove;
there was no electricity and of course one outhouse.
My students were Andy’s son, Boyd and his three cous-

ins. Boyd would drive his cousins
continued on next page
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The Hope School (cont’d)

to school in his jeep. I had heard from a few people
that Boyd was the reason they couldn’t keep a teacher.

The first day of school I walked down there plenty
early as I hadn’t met any of the boys. Andy brought all
four boys to school and had them stay outside while
he came in and talked to me. Andy told me, “If you
have any problems, just let me know.” I invited him to
visit the school unannounced at any time. He was the
only patron who ever took me up on that. The four
boys came inside soon after Andy left, and I intro-
duced myself to them. Boyd stood about 4” taller than
I. He and his cousin Paul were in the 8th grade.
Marvin was in 4th grade and Allen in 2nd grade.

Boyd got a smile on his face and said, “Ok Marvin,
you set in that desk! Allen, you...” and that is as far as
he got. I said, “Hey Boyd, I'm the teacher here and
I’LL decide where you all will sit. I'm the BOSS and
don’t you ever forget it!” (I was 19.) He looked rather
amazed and his smile had disappeared. I never had
one bit of trouble with him, but if I’d allowed him to
get by with that, things would have been different.

Andy did drive in one day and he stayed and observed
for several hours. When he left, he complimented me.
The boys tried to play a trick on me now and then and
we had a great time the whole term. One day, I had to
visit the outhouse during school, and when I got back,
I saw a huge bug on my desk. I opened the first draw-
er and shoved him in. I noticed they were all a bit
nervous and squirming at their desks, looking at each
other. Finally, one of them asked, “Teacher didn’t you
see something on your desk?” I said, “What was I sup-
posed to see?” I looked around as if I were looking for
some strange object, then I said, “I don’t see anything
unusual.” They all came up to my desk and stirred the
papers around and were dumb founded. The big bug
met his demise when they went out to play after lunch.
They didn’t find any pleasure in playing tricks after
that.

(Editor’s Note: coming soon—the story of Edna Smith teaching
at Stomprud School.)
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Historic House Plaques

j[s your home over 100 years old? If so, you qualify to

buy a Historic Sturgis “Year-Built” plaque! Sturgis
Photo & Gifts has agreed to be the ordering and pick-
up location.

‘2;&‘5‘0{1(: S ty 1.&.
§

Built

1892

Sturgis & Meade County Historical Society

The benefits of the plaques include the following:
0 To raise awareness of historic structures in Sturgis

0 To pique the interest of residents and visitors
regarding the history of Sturgis

0 To enhance civic pride

Using Meade County records, the Sturgis & Meade
County Historical Society has identified over 350
houses and commercial buildings that are over 100
years old. A list of these buildings and their owners is
available to assist in determining which properties
qualify for the plaques.

The plaques can be ordered at Sturgis Photo & Gifts
for $75. Orders are placed in batches of 12 a few times
per year.

After receiving a plaque, residents may install it next to
their front door at eye level, so that it is visible from
the street. If there is a front porch, and porch pillar can
also be a good spot for plaque installation. No pre-
drilling is necessary—just screw it in.

Stop in to Sturgis Photo & Gilfts to see a sample plaque
and make your order, and help celebrate Historic
Sturgis!
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Union Center to Hold Centennial, June 27

The Union Center Centennial Committee is

proud to announce the Union Center, South Dako-
ta Centennial Celebration to be held on June 27,
2026. This once-in-a-lifetime event marks 100 years
of history, community spirit, and the hardworking
families who have shaped our community.

We are planning a full day of activities to bring to-
gether residents, alumni, neighbors, and visitors of
all ages.

This milestone celebration is an opportunity to
honor our heritage while creating lasting memories
for future generations. To make this event a suc-
cess, we are secking sponsorships and community
donations.

Your financial support will help offset event ex-
penses such as entertainment, equipment, printing,
children’s activities, and hospitality. In appreciation
of larger donation amounts, sponsors will receive
special recognition, including:

0 Business logos displayed on official Centennial
shirts

0 Logo placement in parade programs

0 Space for business banners displayed promi-
nently throughout the event

This is a wonderful opportunity to showcase your busi-

ness while supporting a historic community celebration.

All donations received by March 1 will be listed on the
official shirts.

Donations big or small are meaningful and may be
mailed to:

Union Center Centennial Committee
c¢/o Juanita Delbridge

PO Box 70

Union Center, South Dakota 57787

For additional information or to discuss sponsorship
opportunities, please contact a Centennial Board Mem-

ber:

2PM- PARADE G ratd b Frove Goulte & frriic
3PM- CAR SHOW G-t ferce o ltf Fecldy

STREET SPORTS 74 7ds
TURTLE RACE & INFLATABLES

APM-ICE CREAM SOCIAL cpcce
RANCH AND BUSINESS RECOGNITION
6PM- CBH FREE DINNER omcce

SCAR me!
iy

@

o~

7em Dance CpCCC G
Thisten Schofield
and Drive by Night

0 Juanita Delbridge

0 Bailey Enright
¢ Brooke Schuelke

We would be honored to partner with you (however big
or small) in making the Union Center Centennial a
meaningful and memorable event. Thank you for your
consideration and for supporting the Union Center
community.

Sincerely,

Union Center Centennial Committee
Union Center, South Dakota
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County
... Logan Lamphere

The official South Dakota State Historical Society

(SDSHS) marker program began in 1950. State Histori-
an Doane Robinson created the program to erect mark-
ers at significant historical locations across the state.
Contributions from the SDSHS funded the first mark-
ers. Robinson and interested members of the SDSHS
identified potential sites and then raised money for the
markers. When the SDSHS became a part of state gov-
ernment, the program continued to purchase markers
through donations. The marker program has always,
and continues to be, primarily funded through private
donations with very limited state funds expended on the
program. Meade county has 17 markers, in various
states of repair. This list come from the South Dakota
State Historical Society.

#32 Death of the Bismarck Trail

“On this spot, where the eroded ruts of the Bismarck-
Deadwood Trail are still plain to see took place on July
17, 1877 the massacre of the Wagnus family by Indians
who from Bear Butte watched with envy the passing of
their lands to the whites. T'wo brothers and the wife of
one were leaving the ‘land of Gold” homesick and disap-
pointed. Seeking to catch the main outgoing wagon
train they were ambushed, slain, scalped and their oxen
shot, their effects despoiled.”

Erected: 1955 Location: Meade County, on Highway 79 N at
mile marker 118

#33 Camp J.G. Sturgis/Scooptown

“Named for Lt. J.G. Sturgis, killed June 25 1876 at Bat-
tle of Little Big Horn. Established July 1, 1878 in this
area by Cos. G.F.LK,, 1st US Infantry; D.G. 11th US
Infantry; Hq. & trs. A.C.D.E.G.LK.M. 7th US Cavalry;
Col. S.D. Sturgis, Comdg, joined command July 18; Ttrs.
H.L. joined Aug. 8. Abandoned Aug 28 troops moving
to Camp Ruhlen (now Ft. Meade). Cavalry was one day
late to prevent Wagnus massacre a few miles north.

Scooptown

Was located 1 mile west at Grasshopper Jim Frederick’s
store so named by the soldiers who were likely to be
“scooped” (cleaned out) over at that caravansary. The
name migrated when the soldiers went to Camp Ruhlen
and Sturgis was so called for a time.”

Erected: 1954 Location: Meade County, on Highway 79 N at
mile marker 116

#80 Bear Butte

“Mountain of Plains Indian, Cheyenne (Nowawaste)
Sioux (Mato Paha)

This 4,422 foot high volcanic bubble rises 1,200 feet
above the plains, a guide for centuries to Indians, fur
traders, soldiers, cowboys, and travelers. It was visited
or passed by Verendrye, 1743; Lt. G.K. Warren, 1855;
Hayden, the scientist and Reynolds, 1859; Custer, 1874
and since by a galaxy of geological scientist.

This was a sacred mountain to the Cheyenne, the first
Indians known to white man to live adjacent to it and
here Sweet Medicine, their spiritual leader, received the
four sacred Cheyenne arrows and the code of ethics
many centuries ago. Many a prayer has been said on its
rugged slopes and many a smoke signal from its lofty
summit has told watchful eyes, of travelers on the Bis-
marck-Deadwood Trail to its north and other sojourn-

ers within its vista. _
continued on next page
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County (cont’d)

Near hear in 1857 a great council of the Indians deter-
mined to hold the Black Hills in violate from the white
man and for two decades this policy dictated their de-
fensive actions.

Custer’s annihilation at the Little Big Horn in 18706; the
establishment of Camp Sturgis, July 1, 1878 on its
Northwest slope spelled the passing of the red man and
his brother the buffalo. Today Bear Butte stands, an
outpost of the Hills, still a shrine to the Cheyenne, who
come here to worship and a monument to man made
history and to natures weird handiwork.”

Erected: 1955 Location: Meade County, on Highway 34 Vs mile
west of junction of 34 and 79

#239 Bear Butte (Mato Paha) Indian Camp

Photographed by William J. Toman, August 7, 201C

This historic marker has been severely damaged.

“This area, extending along Bear Butte Creek, was for
centuries a select campsite of the Plains Indians, who
found here mountain spring water, wood, protection
from the bitter north winds, together with much game
and wild fruit in season. Here, or nearly adjacent, was
held the Grand Council of 1857 attended by many
bands of Plains Indians. This council determined to re-
sist white advance into their lands and most particularly
the mountainous area, now known as the Black Hills.

Crazy Horse, an Oglalla, then a young man, was in-
spired by this plan of resistance and vowed to dedicate
his life to this cause. While the participants did not
strictly adhere to the principles then agreed upon, the
hostility and discontent of the next two decades culmi-

nated in the Battle of the Little Big Horn in 1876. Ft.
Meade, adjacent hereto, first established Camp Ruhlen
in August 1878, was often obliged to house, feed and
clothe Indian encampments here. For years Oglallas un-
der Chief Lips claimed this as their abode but with the
coming of settlers and the establishment of Reservation
boundaries the site was abandoned. Today, mute testi-
mony to the use and extent of this site by the Indians is
to be seen in the numerous scars, made by sharpening
tools, in the great rock walls to the north and on the
huge flood-plain boulders lying near this Creek.”

Erected: 2 Location: Meade County, on Highway 34 by Bear
Butte, may be missing

#288 Faith

“Where Highways US 212 and SD 73 meet, at the end
of the Cheyenne Branch of the Milwaukee Road, we
live, a half mile above sea level, on the Fox Ridge Di-
vide, our souls nourished by picture sunsets.

Our grass is unsurpassed anywhere, producing beef, the
backbone of our existence.

Bounded by the Cheyenne Reservation, the Moreau and
Cheyenne Rivers, the Black Hills — our faith is bound-
less.

P otogrape by CnnorO on,Ju y 28, 2020

The area, opened for settlers in 1890 had few immediate

takers but 1908-10 saw the rails push westward, home-

steaders filed for the free land and . inued on next page
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County (cont’d)

were met with the stoic calm of the Sioux, led by Puts
on His Shoes and Iron Lightning, two of Sitting Bull’s
chieftains.

The Matador, Flying V, Turkey Track, and other large
cattle outfits lost their “free range” to the “honyocker’s”
plowed fields and protective barbed wire.

In 1910 Faith sprang up on this prairie, so vast in its
extent that deceit finds no place to hide and man is
known for his true stature — which is well, since the
county sheriff is 110 miles away.

Named in honor of the daughter of President Earling of
the Milwaukee Railroad, her name has provided a sus-
taining influence these first fifty years.

Obur livelihood being in direct ratio with the varying
rainfall, our philosophy is: ‘Next Year Will be Better.”
Thanks for listening.”

Erected: 1960 Location: Meade County, intersection Hwy 212
and 73

#368 Custer’s 1874 Trail

“George Armstrong Custer was, any way you look at it,
a colorful character. In 1874, despite and in violation of
the terms of the Laramie Treaty of 1868, the War De-
partment determined to send an Expedition into the
Black Hills to ascertain if gold in commercial quantity
was to be found there.

Custer was designated to lead and with ten troops of the
7th Cavalry; two companies of Infantry, a band, a group
of notable scientists, scouts and a train of 110, six mule
team wagons, entered the Hills south of Crooks Tower,
proceeded to French Creek and the Harney Peak area,
found gold and started back to Ft. Abraham Lincoln,
their home station and point of initial departure.

Going north neatly to Custer Peak they hit the Box El-
der and followed it down past the present Nemo to a
defile about 5 miles southwest of this point where they
regained the higher ground and had on August 14, 1874,
reached this point.

From here they went into Elk Creek Valley and from it

up to Bear Butte.

Their wagon train left its mark on the terrain as you can
note. The Expedition was one of the causes of the Indi-
an Wars of 1876 wherein Custer and 225 others lost
their lives.”

Erected: 1964 Location: Meade County, North of Black Hawk

on service road in trailer park

#378 Black Hills and Ft. Pierre Railroad Narrow
Gauge Railway

“The B.H. & Ft. P. was the first railway of any sort in
the Black Hills. In 1891 it reached Piedmont on the
Fremont, Elk Horn and Missouri Valley railroad via Elk
Creek. This vestige is of an extension to Stage Barn
Canyon in 1902. The last train to operate was on March
20, 1930.”

Erected: 1964 Location: Meade County, 1-90 at Covered Wagon
trailer park

#436 Thomas E. Odell

“Born in Ohio in 1876, he came to South Dakota in
1907. With scant education, he achieved college degrees,
taught for 25 years, his last school at 86, to afford him

time for summer research.

He wrote ‘MATO PAHA’, the story of Bear Butte, a
western classic. His persistence cumulated with the en-
actment of Chapter 307, Session Laws of 1961 creating
this park. Humble, self-effacing, he sought no other
honor than the respect of his fellow citizens.”

Erected: 1967 Location: Meade County, SD 79 north of Sturgis
at Bear Butte

#459 Small Town — Badger Clark
“By Badger Clark

The circling cones of bison hide

That made the village of the Sioux

Rose near as high, spread near as wide,

O little Western town, as you.

But small-town sky lines all are great

And small-town air is clear and sweet

And small-town folk are friend and continued on next page
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County (cont’d)

mate, of Faith near State maintenance shop
Not flitting shadows on the street. #466 Tt Started Here

No smoke of factories uprolls;

No market roars with shouted bids.
The small-town’s finest fruit is souls;
Its prized commodity is its kids.

For while the city struts in pride

And trumpets far its loud renown,

The men who govern there, and guide,
Are children of the little town.

That is the small-town’s latent power - -
Some name upon its schoolroom page,
The future hero of the hour,

The future glory of an age.

It was always so; ‘t will always be - -

Small-town, the great folk’s starting place. ~ Photographed by Ruth VanSteenwyk, April 24, 2021

A small-town boy in Galilee “One this parade ground in 1892 “The Star Spangled

Banner’ got its impetus to become the national anthem.
Colonel Caleb Catlton of the Eighth Cavalry was post
commander and with his wife discussed the need for a

Rerouted all the human race.
Badger Clark (1883-1957)

national air. At her suggestion he concluded that it
should be “The Star Spangled Banner’ whereupon he
required that it should be played at retreat and at the
close of parades and concerts.

General Carlton wrote in 1914: “‘When Governor Shel-
don of South Dakota visited Fort Meade, our custom
was explained to him. Later I attended a reception given
by Governor Hastings of Pennsylvania at the Gover-
not’s mansion in Harrisburg and he promised me that

- he would try to have the custom established among the
state militia.

Not long afterward I had an interview on the subject

with the Secretary of War, Daniel E. Lamont, and my
Author, lecturer, poet and South Dakota’s first Poet

impression is that it was but a few months later that he
Laureate. His philosophical devotion to the idea of rug-

e e ) issued an order requiring “The State Spangled Banner’ to
ged individualism and his love for the great outdoors be played at every Army post every evening at retreat.
was reflected in his life and writings. “Small Town” is

typical of this devotion to Dakota and its friendly peo-

ple.”

In addition to this I tried to enforce respect for our na-
tional flag by having every one rise and remove their

hats when the colors passed them.’
Erected: 1974 Location: Meade County, SD 73- "2 mile south

continued on next page
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County (cont’d)

The Adjutant General designated it as “The National
Air’, and in 1914 Congress declared it “The National
Anthem”.

Erected: 1976 Location: Meade County, Ft. Meade Hospital
across from Museunm

#473 Charles Nolin, Pony Mail Carrier
“Charles ‘Red’ Nolin, pony mail carrier on the Sydney-

Deadwood trail, was ambushed, killed, and scalped here
by Indians on August 19, 1876.

Photo by Logan Lamphere

On this evening Nolin stopped on Alkali Creek, where
the National Cemetery is now located. Here a party
from ‘Hay Camp’ now in Rapid City, were spending the
night before hauling their hay on to Deadwood. Among
those in the train were Jesse Brown, T.W. Leedy, Mrs.
William O’Brien, Judge H.C. Ash, and Mr. and Mrs.
Reason Rupe.

Nolin was urged to stay over night because Indian war
cries had been heard in the vicinity. He insisted on leav-
ing as he had promised his mother in Nebraska that this
would be his last ride.

The next morning his lifeless body was found here. His
horse had been killed and the mail scattered.

The freighters dug a shallow grave with their hay forks
and covered the remains with rocks. The pile is still in
evidence. In 1880 the remains were moved to the Bear

Butte Cemetery.

Deadman Creek here and Deadman Mountain behind
you to the southwest were named for the tragedy that
befell that 24-year old carrier.”

Evrected: 1976 Location: Meade County, Hwy 79- just off 1-90
at exit 32 in Sturgis

#474 Converging Black Hills Gold Trails

“During the days of the gold rush (1876-1886), through
this gap, formed by Bear Butte creek, three major trails
converged: The Bismarck-Deadwood passenger and
express, the Ft. Pierre-Deadwood and Sidney, Nebraska
-Deadwood.

These trails headed northwest to Crook City a mile
south of the present town of Whitewood and over to
Deadwood. Later, enterprising local people built a toll
road up Bear Butte and Boulder Creeks to Deadwood,
cutting the long route by many miles.

With the coming of the railroads in 18806 these trails be-
gan phasing out as freight and passenger lines. Howev-
er, many segments of the roads were used by individual
pioneers and homesteaders. In fact, Interstate 90 just
above us was built from Rapid City to Whitewood on
virtually the same roadbed as the pioneer gold trails.

As you stand here today you can hear the echoes of
slow grinding ox teams carrying heavy mining equip-
ment, the faster horse, and the mule outfits pulling
lighter loads? Perhaps you can hear the unified hoof-
beats of the nearby Ft. Meade Cavalry - - and the
‘Forward-Ho’ command and execution.

This was the opening of the Black Hills of today.”
Erected: 1976 Location: Meade County, Hiwy 34 milepost 34.2
#487 The People Of The Prairies

“The people of the prairies are like the land they love.
They draw strength from the winds that blow across
their plains and they draw warmth from the sun that
melts the snow or beats mercilessly on the parched
earth of summer.

They are gentle as the snow that falls and as determined
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County (cont’d)

as the blizzards that drives all before it. Prairie people
are as refreshing as the early rains of summer and as
honest and open as the plains that stretch for endless
miles. They endure like the timeless mountains that rim
the prairies edge. Their lives sing like the meadowlark in
spring and bring fragrance and beauty like the wild roses
that fill the valleys or the buttercups and crocuses that
dot the hillsides.

They are curious and free like the coyote that howls at
dusk or the antelope that bounds across the hills.

The people of the prairies are like the land they love...
‘For where a land lies level, as far as eye can see;
Where nature’s moods are so diverse,

Where so tremendous is the spanning sky

That one seems centering the universe,

It is not strange the prairie’s sons have grown

To be like her, have virtues like her own.’

“The Prairie’s Own’ Eva K. Anglesburg”

Erected: 1978 Location: Meade County, US 212 - 25 miles
west of Faith

#512 Civilian Conservation Cotps Camp — Ft.
Meade

“Camps D-Army-1 & SCS-6 (Fechner): 1/2 mile S on
W edge of Ft. Meade

D-Army-1 company: P 2758 7/20/34-10/31/35. SCS-6
companies: 2765-10/15/36-5/27/42; 4725V-5/28/42-
7/27/42

The Civilian Conservation Corps was a federal work-
relief program during the Great Depression. From 1933
-1942, the CCC provided work for 31,097 jobless men
in South Dakota - - about 1700 war veterans, 4554
American Indians, and 2834 supervisors. The U.S. Ar-
my provided 200-man camps, food, clothing, medical
care, and pay, and educational, recreational, and reli-
gious programs. The Office of Indian Affairs provided
similar services for units on Indian reservations. D-
Army-1 was the only camp in South Dakota where work

was supervised by the US Army. Enrollees provided
many services for CCC district headquarters staff and
made many physical improvements to Fort Meade.

Work of SCS-6, supervised by the Soil Conservation
Service, was done on private lands. Enrollees demon-
strated the use of contour farming, stripcropping, shel-
terbelts, stock dams, and pasture furrows to reduce ero-
sion, prevent runoff and better utilize grazing land. The
camp continued to billet district headquarters staff and
started to prepare for war by improving post security,
enlarging the firing range, etc.

WWI veterans of Company 4725V continued to prepare

for wat.

The camp was later used as a German POW compound.

Erected in 1990 by CCC Alumni, the South Dakota
State Historical Society, the South Dakota Department
of Transportation, and the Soil Conservation Service.”

Erected: 1990 Location: Meade County, West edge of Ft. Meade
1/ 2 miile south

#556 Charles Nolin

“1876

This youthful pony mail carrier on the Sidney-
Deadwood Gold Trail was ambushed, killed, and
scalped in what is now south Sturgis on August 19,
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South Dakota State Historic Markers in Meade County (cont’d)

1876. He was buried, next morning, by passing pioneers. On June 7, 1889, local citizens re-interred him here.

Sturgis — Ft. Meade Centennial 1978
Sturgis Senior Citizens and Chamber of Commerce Centennial Committee”

Erected: 1979 Location: Meade County, Bear Butte Cemetery
#639 Trail Blazers

“The trail blazers here on December 26, 1875

Ben Ash. S.C. Dodge

Russ Marsh. Ed Donahue.

And Stimmy Stimson

On their trip from Bismarck through the Indian Country first sighted the Black Hills.”
Erected: 1988 Location: Meade County, US 212

Tune in to our YouTube Channel for Videos on History

Our YouTube Channel (youtube.com/(@sturgishistory) continues to add new videos—now over 40—thanks to Richard

Moeller. Here are some of the recent offerings:

Using Ancestry.com, Part 2 by Mark Rambow, Genealogy Workgroup (February 1, 2025)

Using Ancestry.com by Mark Rambow, Genealogy Workgroup (January 4, 2025)
Let's Get Organized: Hxamples by Mark Rambow - Genealogy Work Group (November 2, 2024
145 Years of the Catholic Church in Sturgis by Joan Bachmeier (September 22, 2024)

Lakota-Cheyenne Views of Major Battles vs the US: 1865-1877 by Donovan Sprague (June 15, 2024)
2024 Martin C. Beug Friend of History Award - History Day by Ross Lamphere (June 15, 2024)
Custer in the Hills by William “Bill” Swanson (June 15, 2024)

In Nazi Hands: The POW Experience of Sturgis' 109th Engineers by Mark Rambow (April 13, 2024)

'Immigration and Naturalization Research" by Mark Rambow (April 6, 2024)

O
O
Y
Y
O
O
Y
Y
Y
O

"Bevond Vital Records: Finding Your Ancestot's Story" by Mark Rambow (November 18, 2023)

Check us out Online!

Join the Sturgis & Meade County Historical Society conversation online in these places:

Website: SturgisHistory.org o Another helpful Facebook group:

o YouTube Channel: History of Sturgis & Meade County
facebook.com/groups/sturgishistorypage

youtube.com/(@sturgishistory

o Facebook Community: Instagram: instagram.com/
sturgismeadecountyhistory

facebook.com/sturgishistory.org

#sturgishistory


https://www.youtube.com/@sturgishistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVyjbMbMk3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrw1TYmjAKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aL7sJfo-Jjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWTI8WiULfE
https://youtu.be/outuDPLA1es?si=zjM1L01o5MqvW-Hk
https://youtu.be/kKYulcXltSI?si=1dw7Kz_tUO1JnZjY
https://youtu.be/4nWUEft6xL4?si=lJ-YGyws91H_GRWf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uI2-9O8zAw&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42bY68lMFzw&t=10s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_n8JKp-80UU&t=12s
https://sturgishistory.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@sturgishistory
https://www.facebook.com/sturgishistory.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sturgishistorypage
https://www.instagram.com/sturgismeadecountyhistory/
https://www.instagram.com/sturgismeadecountyhistory/
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New Membership Levels

To support the Sturgis & Meade County Historical

Society, we have modified our membership levels.
There is now a new Lifetime Membership level for
$1,000, which we believe is a more reasonable level.

The $5,000 membership level has been renamed Sus-
tainer Membership. Both Lifetime and Sustainer are
one-time payments, and go a long way towards sup-
porting the Society and its long-term goals of
“preserving, protecting and promoting the history of
Sturgis and Meade County.”

Other membership levels and amounts have stayed
the same:

0 Individual Membership: Cost is $25 per year.
0 Family Membership: Cost is $35 per year.
0 Student Membership (18-under): Cost is $15 per

year.
0 Business Sponsorship: Cost is $250 per year.

0 Life Membership: Cost is $1,000 as a one-time
payment.

0 Sustainer Membership: Cost is $5,000 as a one-
time payment.

You can join online at:
sturgishistory.com/membership.

W

Volume 11, Issue 2 Page 13

History at High Noon: 2026/27
Season starts September 18
... Richard Moeller

The 2026/2027 season of History at High Noon

will tentatively start September 18 with Gene
McPherson doing a program on the McPherson
family.

In honor of Veteran’s Day on November 20, Tim
Velder will be doing the program “Sailing for the
brand: The USS Wyoming (BB-32).” This Teddy
Roosevelt-era battleship was a record-setting and
forgotten dreadnaught for two world wars. Find out
more about the colorful and critical history of the
Naval flagship and a few of its personnel. This
program was inspired by a program Jim Holland did

on the USS South Dakota several years ago.

We are looking at expanding our programming to
include people who might want to talk about their
travels. History at High Noon has always been an
evolving program. At its beginning it was a discussion
group about art called the “Art for Lunch Bunch.” If
this is something you might be interested in, let us
know.

We are always looking for ideas. If you would like to
tell your family’s history or have something history-
based, please contact Richard Moeller
(tunning2win(@gmail.com, 605-939-3789), Ross
Lamphere (rosslamphere(@gmail.com, 605-490-3110),
or Diana Hayes (605-347-3007).

To learn more, visit sturgisarts.org or
voutube.com/@sturgispubliclibrary.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_zKZ5wK2Mg
mailto:running2win@gmail.com
mailto:rosslamphere@gmail.com
https://sturgisarts.org/
https://youtube.com/@sturgispubliclibrary
https://sturgishistory.com/membership/
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Vi Sroltz

Native Herltage

L South Dakota— -/

The history of the Native Americans in South Dakota from 11,000 B'E:E to current.

Researched and Compiled by Vi Stoltz

(Editor’s note: reprinted from a DAR publication.)
Indian Boarding Schools

The Federal Government established boarding schools
for two main reasons: 1) to require the mastery of the
English language, and 2) to “civilize” the Indians. There
were roughly 100 boarding schools that the U.S. gov-
ernment operated. The children were often taken from
the families for schooling. Twenty-five of these schools
were located off reservations in 1900 and had an enroll-
ment of 7,430 students.

Rapid City Indian Boarding School

The school in Rapid City was established in 1898. Mem-
bers from the Sioux, Cheyenne, Shoshone, Arapaho,
Crow, and Flathead tribes were forced into the govern-
ment institution to assimilate into European-American
culture and language. Abuse, neglect and death were
prominent. Runaways were caught and dragged back to
the school. It closed in 1933. Total enrollment was 650.

It was believed some students volunteered to go to
avoid poverty; the boarding schools were a way out.
Still others wanted an education and to meet people
from different tribes. Reports on these Indian boarding
schools are largely negative with most students found to
be “malnourished, over-worked, harshly punished and
pootly educated”. While conditions at the schools were
often terrible, they were believed to be better than the
poverty that many children endured at home in the res-

ervations.

In 1900, 650 students attended. The Indian police in the
various reservations would make sure students attended
school each day. If a child missed, they would escort
them the next day.

Recruitment

Supt. Ralph P. Collins traveled around the reservations
recruiting. He then forced them to travel by wagon to
Rapid City, taking students from the on-reservation
schools. Many opposed his tactics and viewed them as
similar to slave trade. The recruitments were later
banned by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Several
school closed or consolidated.

Rapid City’s Program

Rapid City ran a very strict military-type program with
drills requiring students to march as soldiers and wear
uniforms. Nutrition for the students improved after
WWI, but healthcare was never adequate. In 1911 many
parents refused to send students back to school, since
two students had died the previous year.

The curriculum included English for all. For the girls
they focused on clothes-making and household chores,
mainly cleaning different objects and areas. The boys’
education focused on blacksmithing and dairy industry.

Rapid City School Closed in 1933
When the Rapid City boarding

continued on next page
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Native Heritage in South Dakota (Part II) (cont’d)

school closed, it became a tuberculosis sanatotium,
named Sioux Sanatorium, or “Sioux San.”

Closure and Aftermath

The land was split into three lots owned by the Federal
government with the Sioux San Hospital being the last
remaining structure of the school.

In 2014, sixteen tribes from South Dakota, North Da-
kota and Nebraska requested the land be returned to
tribal care. It is listed as a plot of spiritual land, guaran-
teed to the Sioux Nation under the 1868 Treaty of Ft.
Laramie. The original reservations started out pretty
large, but ended with much less land that was originally
named in the various treaties.

Present State

The building remained empty for several years. There
are still numerous unmarked graves around the cam-
pus. Some are of the TB patients, but many are of Na-
tive American children. In 1966 after Native elders and
community members agitated for better treaty guaran-
teed health services, the building was reopened as an
Indian Health Service clinic. It was closed because of an
ovetload of HIN1 influenza.

In 2016, Congtress appropriated $117 million to reno-
vate the hospital, and plans were made to demolish
some of the historic buildings.

Wounded Knee Battle No. 2

On the Pine Ridge Reservation, some 200 members of
the Oglala Lakota tribe, led by members of the Ameri-
can Indian Movement (AIM) occupied Wounded Knee,
the site of the infamous 1890 massacre of 399 Sioux by
the U.S. Seventh Cavalry. The AIM members, some of
whom were armed, took 11 residents of the Oglala
Sioux settlement hostage. Local authorities and federal
agents descended on the reservation. In 1971, AIM
members occupied Alcatraz Island off San Francisco,
saying they had the right to it under a treaty provision
granting them unused federal land.

In November 1972, AIM briefly occupied the Bureau of
Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C. to protest programs

controlling reservation development.

In early 1973, AIM prepared for its dramatic occupation
of Wounded Knee. Wounded Knee was one of the
poorest communities in the United Sates, sharing with
other Pine Ridge settlements some of the country’s low-
est rates of life expectancy. The next day, AIM mem-
bers traded gunfire with the federal marshals surround-
ing the settlement.

Negotiations

Russell Means began negotiating for the release of the
hostages. He demanded the U.S. Senate launch an in-
vestigation of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and all Sioux
reservations in South Dakota. They also demanded the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee hold hearings on
the scores of Indian treaties broken by the U.S. govern-
ment.

AIM Surrenders

The occupation lasted for a total of 71 days. Two Sioux
men were shot to death and several more wounded by
federal agents. On May 8, AIM leaders and their sup-
porters surrendered after officials promised to investi-
gate the complaints.

Russell Means and Dennis Banks were arrested, but on
Sept. 16, 1973, the charges were dismissed by a federal
judge. His reasoning was the U.S. government’s unlaw-
ful handling of witnesses and evidence.

Violence continued on the reservation throughout the
rest of the 1970s, with several more members and sup-
porters losing their lives in confrontations. In 1975, two
FBI agents and a Native man were killed in a shootout
between federal agents and AIM. AIM disbanded in
1978. Congtress took no steps to honor broken treaties,
but in the courts some tribes won major settlements
from the federal and state governments.

Native Americans Today

Life for a South Dakota Native today is a blend of rich
cultural heritage and ongoing challenges. Nearly 10% of
the state’s population identifying as Native, primarily
Sioux (*Lakota, Dakota, Nakota)

continued on next page



The Record Volume 11, Issue 2 Page 16

Native Heritage in South Dakota (Part II) (cont’d)

living across nine reservations, face issues of poverty,
housing shortages and health disparities, but also
strengthening sovereignty efforts.

Today, approximately 71,800 Native Americans live in
South Dakota. The Sioux Nation plays a pivotal role in
the state’s history and heritage. Landmarks across South
Dakota bear Lakota names such as paba sapa (Black
Hills) and 7ako sico (Badlands). Museums and art galler-
ies showcase tribal arts such as beadwork, star quilts
and winter counts, while the traditional celebrations of
singing and dancing or powwows are held year-round
with a huge one in Rapid City.

-

oversees the progress and is active in the management
of the site.

Dignity, a Sculpture of a Native Woman
~ What Is It Like Today?
There are several statues throughout the state of Native

American culture. Dignity of Earth and Sky is a 50 foot
tall stainless steel statue of a Native woman located near
the Missouri River near Chamberlain.

That is a question you would have to ask a Native
American. There are many still living in poverty on the
reservation. There many who have escaped and be-

. come lawyers, doctors, nurses, educators and other pro-
Crazy Horse Memorial fessionals. There are still many who have followed the
Located in the heart of the Black Hills, the Cragy Horse  crafts, either successfully or not. There are many in con-
Memorial is dedicated to the Native of that name. The struction doing well and some not as well.

memorial is projected to be the largest mountain carv- [+ good to see some break out of the reservation and
ing in the world. Despite decades of work, this massive

become successful; however, it is difficult for those to
sculpture is still not finished. The Ziolkowski family

maintain their heritage.
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We Rely on You for Your Membership Dues

Remember, membership is due annually according to the month in which you joined. Options for paying your
dues include:

a) fill out the membership form below and drop it off at the membership table in the City Auditorium during
History Days. We will accept your check or credit card;

b) fill out the membership form below and mail it with your check to the address listed on the form; or

c) go online to the Sturgis & Meade County Historical Society website at SturgisHistory.org, and click on Mem-
bership and Donations—>Membership, fill out the membership form (renewing members must also fill our a
new form), and make your payment through PayPal using your credit card.

If you have any questions, please contact Membership Chair Richard Moeller at

running2win@gmail.com ot (605) 939-3789.

We appreciate all your support and contributions to the Sturgis & Meade County
Historical Society, and we hope you are enjoying your membership!

I STURGIS & MEADE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

I Our goal is to presetve, protect and promote the history of Sturgis and Meade County. We cannot do this alone ... this is donethrough
| memberships, sponsorships and donations. The Sturgis & Meade County Historical Society is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. There-
| fore, sponsorships and donations are tax-deductible; membership dues are not tax deductible.

Registration Information

City: State: Zip:

Membership Level Desired

Individual: $25.00 Family: $35.00 __ Student: $15.00

Business Sponsorship: $250.00 Life Members hip: $5,000.00

Please send this form, accompanied by a check for your membership, to:

Sturgis & Meade County Historical Society
P.O. Box 221
Sturgis, SD 57785

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Telephone: E-mail: :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

You may also register, pay dues, and donate online with a credit card or PayPal at: www.SturgisHistory.org :

|
o


mailto:running2win@gmail.com
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Current Sturgis & Meade County Historical Society Membership

Carrie Ackerman
Linda Adams

Francie Alberts

Lana Anderson

Joan Bachmeier

Roch & Rita Bestgen
Kenneth & Jeannie Beug
Paul & Mary Bisson
Dick Carstensen

Joe & Jeri Chaney
Christine Dentz
Michael & Cathy Elliott
Carla Evans

Dawn Filholm

Cathy Hafner

Nancy Harlan

Sean Henderson

Linn Hendrickson
Deb & Jim Holland
Kris Hubbard

Betty Jo Huff

Joan Hunter

Gordon & Earla Karels
John Kenoyer

Gordon & Marlene Kotab

Dwayne LaFave
Logan Lamphere
Ross & Jan Lamphere
David Landry

David A Lewis

Janice Lundgren
Yesenia Lyons
Richard Moeller

Les & Alice Nelson
Stacey Nickelson
Robert & Donna Laughlin Otto
Mark Rambow
Sydney Reyes

Judith Rockwell
Beverly Rosenboom
Kathi Schneider
Leona Howe Schroeder
Violet Stoltz

Lee Stroschine

David & Carol Super
Bob Tesch

Ann Thompson

Bob Whay

Rich & Becka Zerbst

Thanks for your support!/
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Message from the President’s Desk

... Mark Rambow
A Workgroup" in the fall. If you have any topics or
ctivities for the summer always come with chal- themes in mind, or a presentation you would like to

lenges. Between vacations and conflicting communi- ~ S¢¢ We are always looking for ideas. Also, if you are

ty events, it is difficult to plan anything! We have

scheduled our 2026 History Days with that in mind, volved with
the Historical Society

itself, we have sevet-

interested in getting in-

but have such an interesting and important topic, that

we anticipate drawing a sizable crowd. More infor-

mation about History Days can be found in these pag- al committees and are

es! always looking for help!

. . . . Our organization is
When History Days is over, we will continue to pursue

our "Schools of Meade County" Research Project.
Please continue to reach out with your thoughts, pho-

based on members and
volunteers, and we can
) never have enough of
tos, and memories!
those.
We will then begin, believe it or not, planning for His-

.. ; Have a great summer!
tory Days 2027, and additional "Scoop of History"

Mark

events, as well as the resumption of our "Genealogy

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Saturday, June 6, 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. — STURGIS ART FESTIVAL, Harley-Davidson Rally
Point, SMCHS will have a booth

Friday and Saturday, June 12-13 — HISTORY DAYS 2026, Sturgis Community Center

Saturday, June 27, 1:00—10:00 p.m. — UNION CENTER CENTENNIAL, Uni

Tuesday, June 16, 6:30 p.m. — MONTHLY BOARD MEETING.
Zoom/Sturgis Area Chamber of Commerce

Friday, September 18, 12:00 p.m. — HISTORY AT HI
ry” presented by Gene McPherson, Sturgis Public Li




STURGIS & MEADE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P. O. Box 221, Sturgis, SD 57785

Board Officers On Line
Mark Rambow, President, Website: L
presidentsturgishistory@gmail.com www.sturgishistory.org

. . YouTube:
Ross Lamphere, Vice President voutube.com/(@sturgishistory
Jim Holland, Secretary Instagram:
Janice Lundgren, Treasurer instagram.com/sturgishistory

Facebook:

Joan Bachmeier, Historian www.facebook.com/sturgishistory.org

City of Sturgis Meade County Commission

KBHB Radio Oasis Bar & Fireside Lounge

First National Bank Sturgis Photo & Gifts
The HomeSlice Group

THANK YOU!

____________________________________________

“History is who we are and why we are the way we are.”

—David McCullough


mailto:presidentsturgishistory@gmail.com
http://www.sturgishistory.org
https://www.youtube.com/@sturgishistory
https://www.instagram.com/sturgishistory/
http://www.facebook.com/sturgishistory.org
https://www.azquotes.com/author/9767-David_McCullough

